






32   ab ❘ ArchitectureBoston

PROJECT TEAM: Keith Moskow AIA, Robert Linn, Cassandra Thornburg, John Lodge

www.MoskowArchitects.com

floor 7

floor 6

floor 5 

floor 4

floor 3

floor 2

floor 1

level LL1

level LL2



September•October 2007 ❘ ab   33

Moskow Architects

Many of the long-standing complaints associated with City Hall stem from its  
stand-offish relationship with the public. With that in mind, we concentrated our 
creative efforts on creating the perception of a kinder, gentler building.

One easy way to make the building more user-friendly is to pick a first floor! The 
City Hall Plaza level will be designated as the first floor. The floors above will be 
relabeled 2 through 7 and the floors below will be relabeled Lower Level 1 (LL1)  
and Lower Level 2 (LL2).

The second idea is to improve the existing entry hall and orient it outward toward  
the Plaza and the public. The space will be simplified by relocating security to 
elevator cores and removing the monumental interior stair. This, in conjunction  
with new up-lighting and a new color palette for the walls, will create a much more 
vibrant, useable space. Its focus will be a new information center for both the 
building and events throughout the city. There will also be space allotted to vendors, 
kiosks, tables, and chairs. A roof-mounted hydroponic greenhouse will grow  
produce for atrium vendors.

Finally, the exterior needs to be updated to reinforce this new openness. To lighten 
the building’s fortress-like presence, a series of oversized “vitrines” will be hung off 
the façade. These will introduce light to interior spaces while presenting an 
animated face to the plaza. In addition, they will reinterpret the building’s existing 
ordering principles and volumes without an extensive reconstruction. One smaller 
move geared toward encouraging more activity will be the installation of ceremonial 
bleacher stairs leading to the second-level exterior court.




